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Summary 

Blessed Thomas Holford Catholic College has been awarded £6.5 million from the Learning Skills Council to construct a new Sixth 

Form Centre on our existing site in Altrincham to meet demand within the school for 16-19 education. There is 100% support from 

Pupils, Parents, Staff and Governors for this proposal. The school applied for funding to the Learning and Skills Council under the 

“presumption route” as a high performing specialist school with an Outstanding Ofsted inspection. Mathematics and ICT is our first 

specialism and Applied Learning the second specialism. The proposals comprise a new, stand alone, three storey structure to the front 

of the current buildings. This will provide 300 learner places.  
 

The school is committed to opening a Sixth Form in a new building in September 2011 

 

Why do we want a 6 th Form? 

The establishment of post 16 education will realise our vision of a world class 

11-19 Catholic school. Our College has a very distinctive ethos based on 

Catholic values and beliefs and we believe our pupils and parents wish this 

ethos to be reflected in the 16-19 phase.  

The following three quotations made by the Ofsted inspection team in June 

2008 describe the distinctive family ethos which makes post 16 provision so 

important to our pupils and parents:   

“The school has created an inclusive ethos which encourages all pupils to 
achieve their best. Parents are overwhelmingly positive about the school. One 
parent succinctly summed up what inspectors saw when she wrote, ‘My child 
has blossomed and grown in confidence beyond anything I could have 
imagined: my child has changed beyond recognition.’  Ofsted 2008 



“Pupils demonstrate a real pride in the school’s Roman Catholic traditions, which are at the heart of the remarkable personal 
development that pupils demonstrate. They grow as mature, independent and self-confident young people with a strong community 
conscience. Their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is a substantial strength of the school and contributes strongly to its 
distinctive ‘family’ atmosphere.”�� Ofsted 2008 

“The school’s mission statement, ‘A desire for excellence and the education of the whole person.’ is reflected in all aspects of pupils’ 
experience. They have a strong sense of belonging and fully appreciate the support they receive. ‘School is like one big family.’ is a 
view voiced by numerous pupils. They rightly take a pride in their school. These factors are evidenced by the high degree to which 
pupils enjoy and show interest in their work and their good attendance levels. Relationships and attitudes are characterised by mutual 
respect. Behaviour is exemplary”.  Ofsted 2008 

Our Standards and Reputation 

Blessed Thomas Holford Catholic College is an outstanding school with a local 
and national reputation for excellence and innovation. Our Ofsted inspection of 
2008 judged the school as Outstanding in every category; our high performing 
specialist status is a reflection of our excellence in Mathematics and ICT. Our 
choice of Applied Learning as a second specialism reflects our desire to bring 
an Applied Learning curriculum to all our students.  In November 2009 the 
school was awarded National Teaching School status by the National College 
and DCSF. This status is an acknowledgement of the outstanding quality of 
teaching and learning provided by the school 

Our GCSE results have shown year on year improvement, increasing by 24% 
in five years. Our Ethos and Pastoral Care was judged Outstanding by Ofsted 
and we believe the high quality of our guidance and support will ensure a high 
retention rate in our proposed 6th form. 

Our high reputation with the Specialist Schools Trust has led to two invitations 
to speak at national conferences. In 2010 our school has been asked to host 
the North of England Maths and ICT conference and to part host the 2010 
Maths and ICT National Conference.   



Our Achievements    

�  Blessed Thomas Holford achieved an Outstanding Ofsted inspection in June 2008 with grade 1 judgements in every area.  

�  The school has been named by Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Schools as an Outstanding Provider. 

�  From November 2009 the school is designated as a National Teaching School. 

�  An Ofsted inspection of Leadership and Management in June 2009 graded the school as Outstanding. 

�  We have been judged outstanding in every area by the Diocese of Shrewsbury in their inspection of Religious Education and 
 Catholic Ethos in June 2008. 

�  Our GCSE results have grown year on year over the last 5 years. Over  the last 2 years excellent GCSE results have placed the 
 school in the top 9% of schools nationally for pupil progress from KS2 – KS4. 

�  The Specialist Schools Trust has made 3 awards to the school for GCSE 
 results including being listed as one of the Most Improved Schools by 
 raising GCSE results by more than 10% and Value Added Schools by 
 increasing GCSE results by 10% above predictions.  

�  We are recognised by the Specialist Schools Trust as an Outstanding 
 Mathematics and ICT College and invited to participate in  national 
 initiatives and host conferences. Our support for new Maths and 
 Computing Colleges is now part of our outreach work. 

�  In June 2008 the Headteacher was selected by the National College for 
 School Leadership and the DCSF to be a National Leader of Education 
 and the school was made a National Support School. In April 2009 the 
 Headteacher was appointed to the post of Leadership Director for 
 Secondary Schools for the Greater Manchester Challenge,  a 
 considerable accolade for the school. 



 

�  Our Sports Academy has a high profile local and national reputation providing an extensive community reach. 

�  In September 2008 our school was chosen to be a STEM Pathfinder school and this will continue until 2011. The project involves 
 collaboration between Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths and we have included STEM in our Post 16 curriculum. 

�  The school is oversubscribed each year with twice as many applicants seeking places. 

 
 


